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USTRII 


Blindness  Prevention 
Activities  in  Foreien 
Countries 


SAFETY  ENGINEERINGi 


Fn  ich  Na- 
tional Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness, similar  in  aims  to  the  American  National  So- 
ciety for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  has  been  re- 
ceived here  by  Lewis  H.  Carris,  Managing  Director 
of  the  latter  organization. 

"This  is  very  significant  and  happy  news  to  us,"  com- 
mented Mr.  Carris.  "As  in  the  United  States,  th. 
scientific  program  in  France  will  be  directed  along  three 
main  lines:  (1)  prevention  of  blindness  from  infectious 
diseases;  (2)  prevention  of  industrial  eye  accidents; 
and  (3)  conserving  the  remaining  eyesight  of  visually 
handicapped  school  children. 

"National  groups,  dedicated  to  the  important  task  of 
conserving  vision,  probably  will  be  established  in  a 
number  of  other  countries  within  the  next  few  years. 
Preliminary  efforts  toward  this  end  are  being  stimu- 
lated by  the  International  Association  for  Prevention 
of  Blindness. 

"Fortunately  for  the  newly  formed  French  Commit- 
tee, its  presidency  has  been  accepted  by  Dr.  F.  de  Lap- 
ersonne,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  ophthalmologists 
in  Europe.  Dr.  de  Lapersonne,  professor  emeritus  of 
the  University  of  Paris,  is  President  of  the  International 
Association  for  Prevention  of  Blindness  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine.  Other 
members  of  the  Committee  include  30  of  the  best 
known  leaders  in  social  work  and  public  health  in 
France. 

"One  of  the  most  important  problems  of  the  French 
Committee  will  be  the  control  of  Trachoma  in  the 
French  colonies  of  Northern  Africa  and  the  Near  East. 
Quite  recently  Dr.  de  Lapersonne  completed  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  various  causes  of  eye  injuries  and  eye 
diseases  in  factories,  on  behalf  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  French  Insurance  Companies.  Plans  are  now 
under  way  for  the  establishment  of  "sight-saving" 
classes  in  Paris,  similar  to  those  in  the  United  States, 
with  books  in  large  type,  special  lighting  and  other 
equipment,  and  especially  trained  teachers. 

"The  International  Association  for  Prevention  of 
Blindness  is  interested  in  supporting  projects  in  Greece, 
Palestine  and  Morocco.  The  French  Government  re- 
cently presented  the  International  Association  with  a 
subsidy  of  10,000  francs,  and  smaller  contributions  have 
been  made  from  other  quarters,  but  the  work  of  the 
Association  is  being  held  up  materially  through  lack 
of  finances.  Support  from  Americans  would  be  most 
gratefully  received  by  the  American  Representative  of 
the  International  Association  for  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness, whose  address  is  370  Seventh  Avenue,  New  York 
City." 
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